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Assessment of Knowledge and Awareness in Handling theMedicolegal Cases among the 
Interns in a Tertiary Care Hospital - A Questionnaire based study

1 2 3 4Dhivagar K,  Honnungar RS,  Patil N,  Varman AM.

In the near past, doctors are considered God by the patients but, in this era, doctors are threatened by patients by increasing trends of 
complaints & litigations against doctors. The doctors should have knowledge and awareness in handling medicolegal cases to minimize 
faults & litigations. Hence it is necessary to evaluate knowledge and awareness in handling medicolegal cases among budding doctors. 
The present study was conducted to assess the knowledge and awareness in handling Medicolegal cases among the Interns. Methods: This 
was a questionnaire based study carried out at Jawaharlal Nehru Medical College, Kaher. A predesigned self-structured multiple-choice 
questionnaire containing 21 questions was framed based on knowledge and awareness and was prepared in Google forms and sent to 116 
Interns who were posted in various departments after obtaining informed consent.  The results obtained in the study showed that the 
interns had enough knowledge about consent, inquest, and MCCD and also had enough awareness of the Consumer protection act, 2019 
and issuing injury certificates but the interns lagged some knowledge in certain IPC sections, lagged awareness in maintaining MLC 
records and also lagged confidence in handling the medicolegal cases independently. Overall knowledge of medicolegal cases among our 
interns is better compared to peers but needs to be enhanced to promote knowledge and to avoid medical negligence in their future practice.
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Sl. 
No

Questions Correct 
response

1 Which is the best type of consent in MLC? 88.8 %

2 What does Section 174 CrPC denote? 70.7
3 For how many years hospital is legally bound to maintain 

the MLC records?
40.5%

4 What does Section 44 IPC denote? 50.9%

5 What does Section 320 IPC denote? 85.3%

6 Do you know the IPC section for the punishment of 
Murder?

69.8%

7 What does section 304A IPC denote? 46.6%

8 What is the minimum age of consent in major procedures 
according to section 87 of IPC?

69%

9 Who should issue medical certification of cause of death 
(MCCD)?

83.6%

10 Who should issue a death certificate? 29.3%

11 Do you know what is MLC? Yes (95.7 %)

12 Do you know your responsibilities while handling 
MLC? 

Yes (69.8 %)

13 Do you know about inquest? Yes (89.7 %)

14 Do you know the duties of a casualty medical officer in 
case of unknown poisoning?

Yes (57.8 %)

15 Can police able to file a case on suicide attempt 
victims? If not why?

Yes (60.3 %)

16 Do you know how to give an injury certificate? Yes (73.3 %)

17 Do you know which cases require a medicolegal 
autopsy?

Yes (81.9%)

18 Do you know the procedure for recording a dying 
declaration?

Yes (70.7%)

19 Are you aware of The Consumer protection act 2019? Yes (70.7%)

20 Can you handle MLC independently? No (76.7%)

21 Do you think that the present UG teaching is sufficient 
to know about medicolegal responsibilities? 

No (59.5%)

Table 1: Percentage of interns having knowledge in handling the MLCs.

Table 2: Percentage of interns having awareness in handling the MLCs.

Sl. No Questions Response

Knowledge-based Questions

1 Which is the best type of consent in MLC? A) Implied
B) Express
C) Informed oral
D) Informed written

2 What does Section 174 CrPC denote? A) Police inquest
B) Magistrate inquest

3 For how many years hospital is legally 
bound to maintain the MLC records?

A) 3 years
B) 5 years
C) 7 years
D) 10 years

4 What does Section 44 IPC denote? A) Hurt
B) Grievous hurt
C) Definition of injury

5 What does Section 320 IPC denote? A) Simple hurt
B) Grievous hurt

6 Do you know the IPC section for the 
punishment of Murder?

A) 302
B) 301
C) 300
D) 299

7 What does section 304A IPC denote? A) Dowry death
B) Death by Rash and 
     Negligent Act
C) Murder
D) Culpable homicide

8 What is the minimum age of consent in 
major procedures according to section 87 of 
IPC?

A) 16
B) 12
C) 18
D) 20

9 Who should issue medical certification of 
cause of death (MCCD)?

A) Police
B) Government
C) Treating physician
D) Court

10 Who should issue a death certificate? A) Police
B) Treating Doctor
C) Court
D) Municipality
E) Government

Awareness based Questions

11 Do you know what is MLC? Yes/No

12 Do you know your responsibilities while 
handling MLC? 

Yes/No

13 Do you know about inquest? Yes/No

14 Do you know the duties of a casualty medical 
officer in case of unknown poisoning?

Yes/No

15 Can police able to file a case on suicide 
attempt victims? If not why?

Yes/No

16 Do you know how to give an injury 
certificate?

Yes/No

17 Do you know which cases require a 
medicolegal autopsy?

Yes/No

18 Do you know the procedure for recording a 
dying declaration?

Yes/No

19 Are you aware of The Consumer protection 
act 2019?

Yes/No

20 Can you handle MLC independently? Yes/No

21 Do you think that the present UG teaching is 
sufficient to know about medicolegal 
responsibilities? 

Yes/No

Annexure :
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