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Castration or neutering in male pet animals is generally not 
practiced unless there is any testicular pathology or as a 

contraceptive means (Howe et al., 2000; Howe, 2015; Monin 
et  al., 2019). Kamdhenu University, Gandhinagar operates 
an ambulatory clinic at village Sanoda, Tehsil Dehgam, 
Dist Gandhinagar, Gujarat and also participates in animal 
health and infertility camps treating large (Kapadiya et al., 
2019; Brahmbhatt et  al., 2020) and small animals (Mahesh 
et al., 2016, Momin et al., 2019). The pet canines presented 
in clinical camps are very less and felines are rarely brought 
for any medication or interventions in such camps. In this 
document such a rare case of 2 years old tom cat presented 
and successfully operated for neutering at the ambulatory 
clinic in a village without referring to secondary or tertiary 
set up is reported and discussed.

hI S To ry a n d cl I n I c a l oB S e rVaT I o n S

A two year old healthy non-descript tom cat with 4.23 kg 
body weight was presented at Ambulatory clinic during a 
clinical camp at village Sanoda, Gandhinagar, Gujarat. Owner 
of the tom cat wanted neutering to prevent unwanted 
breeding. The tom was dewormed and vaccinated against 
common infectious diseases.  The owner was prior informed 
about overnight fasting of the tom cat. A complete physical 
examination was performed before the surgical procedure.  

Tr e aT m e n T a n d dI S c u S S I o n

The tom cat was pre-medicated with Atropine sulphate @ 
0.03 mg/kg body weight and Xylazine @ 1.0 mg/kg body 
weight, intramuscularly. With aseptic precautions and under 
the intravenous anaesthesia (Xylazine @ 0.5 mg/kg and 
Ketamine 10 mg/kg), the testicles were surgically removed 
as per the standard surgical procedure (Howe et al., 2000; 
Howe 2006; Root Kustritz, 2007). A 1.5 cm incision was made 
over the scrotum (Fig. 1). The testicular mass was directed 
towards the incision to facilitate dislodgement. Blood vessels 
in the thickened spermatic cord were ligated at the base of 
testicle using Vicryl 2-0 and checked for any bleeding before 
releasing the cord. The absorbable gelatin sponge was placed 
to obliterate the existing dead space. The closure of incision 
involved simple continuous subcutaneous suture using Vicryl 
2-0, followed by simple interrupted skin sutures using Ethilon 
2-0. Ceftriaxone @ 25 mg/ kg body weight for 5 days and 
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Meloxicam @ 0.3 mg/ kg for 3 days were given. The owner 
was advised to provide a quiet place and keep the tom cat 
indoor to observe and restrict movement. The recovery was 
uneventful and sutures were removed after 12 days.  

Earlier similar kind of operations performed during 
ambulatory clinics have been documented in pet dogs from 
the team of clinicians from same university (Mahesh et al., 
2016; Momin et al., 2019). Concept of ambulatory clinics is 
integrated education program of Veterinary colleges in India 

Fig. 1: Neutering of a tom cat during a clinical camp 
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to impart teaching and training to the undergraduate and 
postgraduate students at village level targeting maximum 
services and benefits to the dairy animals. In this case 
tom cat presented had just crossed the puberty which is 
preferred stage for neutering to avoid behavioral problems, 
or problems associated with mismating (Howe et al., 2000; 
Howe, 2006, 2015). 

ac k n ow l e d g e m e n T

We acknowledge the authority of Kamdhenu University, 
Gandhinagar for providing necessary financial help and 
facilities for running an Ambulatory clinic.

re f e r e n c e S
Brahmbhatt, A.N., Suthar, V.S., Patel, J., Kapadiya, F., & Patil, D.B. 

(2020). Prevalence of gynaecological disorders under 
university ambulatory clinical set up in Gandhinagar, Gujarat. 
The Indian Journal of Veterinary Sciences & Biotechnology. 16(2), 
(Accepted)

Howe, L. M. (2015). Current perspectives on the optimal age to 

spay/castrate dogs and cats. Veterinary Medicine: Research 
and Reports. 6, 171-180.

Howe, M.L. (2006). Surgical methods of contraception and 
sterilization. Theriogenology, 66, 500-509.

Howe, L.M., Slater, M.R., Boothe, H.W., Hobson, H.P., Fossum, T.W., 
Spann, A.C., & Wilkie, W.S. (2000). Long-term outcome of 
gonadectomy performed at an early age or traditional age 
in cats. Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association. 
217, 1661-1665.

Kapadiya, F., Suthar, V.S., & Patel, S. (2019). Retained fetal membranes 
in a Marwadi mare: A case report. The Indian Journal of 
Veterinary Sciences & Biotechnology, 15, 86-87.

Mahesh, P., Kodiyatar, M.D., Suthar, V.S., Patel, S.C. and Patil D.B. 
(2016). Surgical management of penile papilloma leading to 
paraphimosis in a dog. Indian Journal of Animal Reproduction. 
37, 76-77.

Momin, T.M., Kelawala, D.N. Suthar, V.S. and Patil, D.B.  (2019). Surgical 
management of testicular hyperplasia in a cryptorchid 
Labrador Retriever. Indian Journal of Animal Reproduction, 
30, 63-64.

Root Kustritz, M.V. (2007). Optimal age for gonadectomy in dogs and 
cats. Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association. 
231, 1665-1675.


