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INTRODUCTION

Women in agriculture had been mostly unable to 
access extension services and input facilities like seed, 
water, credit, subsidy etc. Due to multiple roles that a 
woman had to perform within the family and the farm, 
her access to knowledge and information, and 
consequently her opportunities get constricted. Agri-
Clinics & Agri-Business Centres (AC&ABC)” had been 
implemented since April, 2002, to supplement the 
efforts of public extension, support agricultural 
development and create gainful self-employment 
opportunities to unemployed youth (including women) 
with qualification in agriculture and allied sectors 
(Chahal and Ponnusamy, 2014). There was a provision 
of credit linked back-ended upfront composite subsidy 
on the bank loan availed by the trained candidates under 
the scheme. The subsidy was 44 per cent   for women, 
SC/ ST and all categories of candidates from North-
Eastern and Hill States and 36 per cent for other 
categories. The subsidy was admissible for loans upto 
Rs. 20 Lakh in case of individual and Rs. 100 lakh in 
case of group projects (for ventures set up by a group of 
5 trained candidates). As per the annual report (2014-
15) of Ministry of Agriculture, since Inception of the 
scheme in 2002, 2883 women candidates had been 
trained and 801 women agri-ventures had been 

established. Out of these, 380 women candidates had 
been trained and 118 agri-ventures had been established 
as on 3rd quarter of the year 2014-15, all over the 
country (Armorikar, et al., 2016).

The trained agricultural graduates had positive and 
favourable attitude towards self-employment and 
starting of agri-business in rural areas (Parimaladevi et 
al., 2006). Agri-entrepreneurship was a purposeful 
activity in initiating, promoting, and maintaining 
economic activities for the production and distribution 
of wealth (Shamshad, 2005). Till November, 2013, a 
total of 34,883 graduates have been trained leading to 
the establishment of 13603 agri-ventures in various 
parts of the country (Kokate et al., 2016).  

The program provided training to qualified 
individuals in agribusiness management and supported 
up to 25 percent of the cost establishing a new 
agribusiness. The program also guaranteed the loan 
from a formal financial institution (Suresh, 2015). 
Therefore, a study was undertaken to ascertain the 
success ratio of AC & ABC in different states and study 
the problems faced by female farm graduate 
respondents in the process of undertaking the ACABC 
scheme.
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METHODOLOGY

The study was based on intensive sample random 
survey method through structured questionnaires, 
personal interviews and in-depth discussion with the 
stakeholders. The sample size includes seven 
respondents in Punjab, 10 in Karnataka, 118 in Punjab, 
150 in Bihar, 58 in Tamil Nadu and four in Assam and 
hence constituting a total sample size of 347. Individual 
women farmers were surveyed via stratified random 
sampling using structured questionnaire. In-depth 
interviews were conducted with the district and block 
level Agriculture Department officials, Horticulture 
Department officials, ATMA officials and KVK 
officials.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
A majority of the respondents belonged to16-30 

years age group (Table 1).

Table 1: Distribution of respondents according to
their age in six states

16-30 years 31-45 years 45-60 years
ASSAM

Kamrup 50 25 25

BIHAR

  

Nalanda 81

 

17

 

2

Nawada 100

 

0 0

Patna 91

 

8 1

KARNATAKA
Bangalore
 

50
 

50 0

Tumkur 0
 

100 0

PUNJAB 
Amritsar 43 14 43

TAMIL NADU
Erode 90

 
5 5

Madurai 96

 

4 0

Namakkal

 

100

 

0 0

MAHARASHTRA
Ahemadnagar 50

 

40 10

Kolhapur 79 16 5

Nagpur 83 17 0

Osmanabad 88 13 0
Solapur 46 27 27

*The value in the table represents percentage of respondents surveyed

Table 2 & 3 revealed that all respondents in Assam 
had own agricultural land, which was major source of 
livelihood for them. Thus respondents in Assam were 
interested to establish ventures where they could utilise 
their land. In Bihar, mostly respondents had own house 
and they were salaried or self-employed off farm, thus 
they wanted to establish venture which required less 

*The value in the table represents percentage of respondents surveyed
Source of Family Income/ Major Livelihood Activity

Table 3: Source of family income/ major
livelihood activity- ACABC scheme

State Farming 
on own
Farm

Livestock
rearing

Salaried
employees

Self 
Employed
off-farm

Casual 
Laborers’
on farm

Casual 
Laborers’
off-farm

ASSAM

Kamrup 75 0 0 1 0 0

BIHAR 19

 

7

 

33

 

269

 

1 2

Nalanda 27

 

9

 

36

 

49

 

0 0

Nawada 29

 

14

 

43

 

4

 

0 0

Patna 14

 

5

 

30

 

269

 

1 4

KARNATAKA

 

18

 

82

 

0

 

0

 

0 0

Bangalore 50

 
50

 
0

 
0

 
0 0

Tumkur 0
 

100
 

0
 

0
 

0 0

MAHARASHTRA 40 15 29  40  3 0

Ahemadnagar 44

 
11

 
11

 
7

 
0 0

Kolhapur 32

 

19

 

34

 

22

 

3 0

Nagpur 58

 

8

 

25

 

2

 

0 0

Osmanabad 25 38 38 0 0 0

Solapur 52 4 22 10 4 0

PUNJAB

Amritsar 14 0 71 7 0 0

space. In Karnataka, respondents were interested to start 
venture related to poultry and livestock along with 
conventional farming business as most of respondents 
had land and livestock. In Punjab, Maharashtra and 
Tamil Nadu, respondents were of both types- having 
farms and not having farms but salaried, thus their ideas 
of establishing ventures through this scheme varied a lot 
(Chahal and Ponnusamy, 2014).

Table 2: Type of property owned by respondents 
under ACABC Scheme

Agricultural Land House Shop Factory

ASSAM

Kamrup 100 0 0 0

BIHAR

   

Nalanda

 

0

 

100

 

0

 

0

Nawada

  

Patna 0

 

100

 

0

 

0

KARNATAKA

   

Bangalore
 

67
 

33
 

0
 
0

Tumkur 25 75  0  0
MAHARASHTRA   

Ahemadnagar
 

100
 

0
 

0
 
0

Kolhapur

 

17

 

50

 

33 0

Nagpur 0

 

0

 

100 0

Solapur 25

 

50

 

0

 

25

TAMIL NADU

   
Erode 11 89 0 0

Madurai 48 52 0 0

Namakkal 100 0 0 0
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The table 5 represented the percentage of 
respondents availing subsidized loans from ACABC 
schemes. 50% respondents of Bihar & 100% of 
Karnataka were availing the subsidized loans. All other 
states were not availing any subsidized loans. The major 
banks preferred for loans were State Bank of India, 
Bank of India and Bank of Baroda. Very small amounts 
of loans were taken, varying from Rs. 20,000 to 1 lakh.

Table 4: Level of satisfaction about the facilities
provided during training programme-
ACABC Scheme

State Lodging 
and

boarding

 Class 
room

Training

 Teaching
facility

Hands on
experience

Exposure 
Visits

DPR 
Preparation

ASSAM 85
 

95
 

98
 

75
 

67 0

BIHAR 86 96 72  87  75 34

KARNATAKA 87
 

96
 

99
 

99
 

98 98

MAHARASHTRA

 
86

 
95

 
98

 
97

 
92 93

PUNJAB 85 94 99 99 98 98

TAMIL NADU 86 97 91 96 88 84

Respondents of Assam, Maharashtra and Tamil 
Nadu were mostly satisfied with the class room training 
and teaching facility provided to them due to lack of 
practical exposure, they enjoyed the information 
provided to them in classes. While the respondents of 
Karnataka were satisfied with the teaching facility & 
hands on experience, due high rate of literacy they 
valued practical experience along with class room 
teaching. In Punjab, respondents are mostly satisfied 
with the hands on experiences due to land availability 
with respondents. 

Out of the total candidates who established a 
venture after the training, following percentage of 
respondents were able to avail the facility of subsidized 
loans-

*The value in the table represents percentage of respondents surveyed

Table 5: Percentage of respondents availing
subsidized loans- ACABC Scheme

State District Yes No

ASSAM Kamrup 50 50
BIHAR Nalanda 3 97

Nawada 0

 

100

Patna 0

 

100
KARNATAKA

 
Bangalore 100 0

Tumkur 100 0
Ahemadnagar 0  100

MAHARASHTRA

 
Kolhapur 9

 
91

Nagpur 0

 

100

Osmanabad 0

 

100
Solapur 0

 

100

PUNJAB Amritsar 0

 

100
TAMIL NADU Erode 0 100

Madurai 50 50

Namakkal 0 100

*The value in the table represents percentage of respondents surveyed

Table 6: Problems faced in availing the loan facility-
ACABC Scheme

State Father/
husband
did not
allow to
take loan

Afraid of 
debt
liabilities

Bank 
declined
application
for non
availability 
of
collateral

Bank 
declined
application,
candidate
being
unmarried

Processing 
of
Loan
application
took a 
longer
time, got
married

Assam Kamrup

 

100

   

Bihar Nalanda

 

75

 

25

  

Nawada

   

Patna 83 17

Karnataka Bangalore

 

Tumkur 
Maharashtra Ahemadnagar

 
60 20

0
Kolhapur

 

25 75

Nagpur

  

Osmanabad

  

Solapur

  

Punjab Amritsar 33 0 3 33

Tamil Nadu Erode 50 11
7

22

Madurai 10 10
0 0

50

Namakkal 58 42 0

*The value in the table represents percentage of respondents surveyed

In Assam, Bihar and Maharashtra girl's father or 
husband did not allowed them to take loans since they 
considered it as an additional liability. In Punjab and 
Tamil Nadu many girls got married till loan got 
sanctioned and in other few cases, family members did 
not supported to avail loan facility.

Out of the total respondents who applied for a loan, 
following percentage of respondents faced problems in 
availing subsidies-

Major problems faced in Maharashtra and Tamil 
Nadu was lack of support of family members, afraid of 
debt liabilities and marriage of girls in between the 
project. 

Table 7: Percentage of respondents providing
extension services to the farmers- ACABC
Scheme

State District Percentage of Respondents 
surveyed

ASSAM Kamrup 0
BIHAR Nalanda

 

94
Nawada

 

57
Patna

 
85

    

    

    

TAMIL NADU 55 0 45 0 0 0

Erode 55 0 45 0 0 0

Madurai 50 0 50 0 0 0

Namakkal 64 0 36 0 0 0

*The value in the table represents percentage of respondents surveyed
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In Assam, no extension service was provided to 
farmers due to lack of manpower and resources. In 
Bihar, maximum extension service was provided in 
Nalanda district. Maharashtra, Punjab and Tamil Nadu 
were very active in providing extension services. Type 
of extension services provided were holding 
demonstrations for the farmers, providing advisory to 
the farmers, farmer meetings, visiting the farmer fields 
for advising them on betterment of the technology 
adopted. Public private partnership (PPP) approach 
should be followed to extend the extension service to 
farmers (Ponnusamy, 2013) and women entrepreneurs 
should utilise the grass root extension models like pashu 
sakhi in Rajasthan (Ponnusamy et al, 2017) for carrying 
out their extension activitites in their area of 
jurisdiction.

*The value in the table represents percentage of respondents surveyed

MAHARASHTRA Ahmednagar 100
Kolhapur 84
Nagpur

 
100

Osmanabad 88
Solapur

 

85
PUNJAB Amritsar 100
TAMIL NADU Erode 75

Madurai 100
Namakkal 17

Fig 1: Percentage of ventures established under
ACABC scheme

application to NABARD and further delay from 
NABARD. In Karnataka, success rate was nil, as people 
were highly educated and were willing to do jobs as 
compared to starting their own venture. 

CONCLUSION

Agri-Clinics & Agri-Business Centres was a great 
initiative by government to promote women 
entrepreneurs in agriculture and allied fields. It also 
focussed to uplift the economic status of women in 
agriculture and to make them economically 
independent.  In all the states Maharashtra had highest 
success ratio of this scheme due to high support of 
government and banks and high education ratio. 
Farmers were progressive and were from diverse 
demographic backgrounds which enabled them to come 
up with different venture ideas. In Punjab, Assam and 
Tamil Nadu, success rate was 50-70 per cent due to land 
availability with respondents which enabled them to 
start venture on their own land. In Bihar, the 
government and banks were not supportive, also many 
respondents did not have own land, thus the success 
ratio was low (24-47%). In Karnataka, most of the 
respondents were interested in doing the jobs and they 
took entrepreneurship as second option, thus success 
rate was almost nil. Thus it could be concluded that this 
scheme could be success in areas where respondents 
were educated and had own land to start the venture, 
also the state government and banks should be 
supportive and should guide the respondents to draw 
benefits from this scheme. 
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