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Metritis / Pyometra in Angora rabbit 
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ABSTRACT 

Present communication records the occurrence of metritis I pyometra in Angora rabbit from a subtemperate climate of 
India. 
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Metritis or pyometra or white discharge is a major 
rabbit disease (Lebas et al., 1986).It is an important 
genital infection occurring more often in adult does 
(Flatt, 197 4 ). In bilateral affection, the does often 
become sterile. The condition is frequently only diagnosed 
at the time of necropsy (Whittaker, 200 I). Present 
communication describes a case of metritis / pyometra 
complex in an Angora rabbit doe reared under sub
temperate climate. 

An Angora rabbit doe aged 2 years, was 

Fig 1. Genital tract of rabbit with both uteri dilated and filled with 
suppurative exudates. 

1Senior Scientist (Animal Reproduction) and lPrincipal Scientist 
and Head 

Indian J. Anim. Reprod., 27(2), Dec. 2006 

presented for treatment with a history of thick and white 
vaginal discharge. Previous history indicated that the doe 
was not conceiving / kindling since last one year, even 
after being bred on four different occasions with desired 
interval. The doe was treated with enrofloxacin, vitamins 
and liver extracts intramuscularly for 5 days. On 3n1 day 
of treatment, discharge was absent which recurred again 
on 4th day. Abdominal palpation (6th day) revealed a hard 

Fig 2. : left uteri appeared as tennis ball (LH - Left horn, RH
Right hom). 
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and round structure inside the abdomen (lower part) 
anterior to the pelvic cavity. The doe was slaughtered 
(7th day) and the findings were recorded. Both the horns 
(uteri) were dilated (Fig. I). Left one appeared like tennis 
ball with thin wall and full of suppurative exudates which 
was thick creamy in nature and caseated pus (Fig. 2). 
Right one distended 4-5 times than the normal pregnant 
uterus and appeared as elongated structure. On incision, 
thick pus came out from the right horn as well. Both the 
fallopian tubes were highly inflammed and swollen. 

The present case study records the incidence of 
metritis / pyometra/ white discharge in Angora rabbit 
which in prolonged state leads to sterility. 
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