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ABSTRACT 

Present communication· records the incidence of cystic endometrial I glandular hyperplasia in a New 
Zealand White rabbit from sub-temperate climatic region of India. . :~ 
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C
ystic endometrial/ glandular hyperplasia · 
is seen in all species of animals 

. including rabbits (Jones and Hunt, 1983). 
It is common in bitches and cats of all ages but 
more frequ~nt in aged animals over 6 years 
(Roberts, 1971 ) .. Cystic endometrial hyperplasia 
syndrome which precedes pyometra has been 
considered as an infectious cause of infertility as 
a result of conception failure and embry~nic 
resorption in bitch and queen (England, 2001 ). 

. In the present study, we have examined the 
cystic endometrial / glandular hyperplasia in a 
rabbit dqe which had died_ and was presented for 

. post-mortem _examination. The doe belonged to 
. New Zealand White breed, 2 year and 5 months 

of age, maintained as a selected female for 
breeding purpose. Clinical history revealed that 
the doe _kindled twice _previously with_ an average 
litter of 5 and remained open (as not bred ) for• 
more than 10 months _since last kindling. During 
the necropsy study, the entire genitalia was , 
ca1efully separated out from the peritoneum, . 
collected and later on examined in detail for 

. genital abnorm_alities. · 
. Reproductive . tract of the · doe showing all 

the genital structures is presented in Fig. A. 
Necropsy findings teveale·d highly-congested 
vaginal mucous membrane (Fig. E). Both the_ 
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cervix were patent. 
In one cervix, some sticky muco-purulenf 

exudate was observed. The fallopian tubes were 
congested and the ovaries were normal in size 
having small sized follicles (left, 15 and .right, 9) 
on the surface (Fig. D). The mucosa! surface of 
both the horns were congested and filled with 
cystic diliatation of endometrial glands which 
appeared as small cyst like structures as previously 
reported in bitches (Jones and Hunt, 1983). The 
cystic endometrial hyperplasia_ in bitch develops 
as · a result of prolonged hormonal · i.e. 
progesterone, stimulation usually · from ' retained 
corpora lutea, luteal cysts, rarely luteomas and is 
often associated with pseudopregnancy (Roberts, 
1971-; Jones and Hunt, 1983). In rabbits, however, 
the condition has been seen in · association with 
pseudopregnancy due to retained corpora lutea (Jones 
and Hunt, 1983). In the present study, both the ovaries 
were normal in size and we _could not detect any 
distinct luteal structure ·on either of the ovarian 
surface. Hence, the exact triggering factor causing 

· the condition in this study remained unclear . 
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Fig. A: Female genital organs showing vagina, uterus, 
fallopian tubes and ovaries -=----------

Fig. B: Endometrium showing congestion and hyperplasia 

Fig. C: Endometrium showing cystic diliatation of endometrial glands, 
fallopian tubes and ovaries 
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Fig. D: Congested fallopian tubes with normal ovaries. 

Fig. E: Congestion of vaginal mucous membrane 
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