
The overall economics of dairy animals
depends not only production in one lactation, but
on their performance for a longer period of time.
The life time performance of a dairy buffalo is
adversely affected by a number of built in
biological and environmental constraint1. The
lifetime production is a reflection of both productive
and reproductive efficiency of farm animal and
helps in evaluating relative merits and demerits of
different animals under same set of condition.
Further, longer herd life increases the total calf
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NON-GENETIC FACTORS AFFECTING LIFETIME PERFORMANCE TRAITS IN
MURRAH BUFFALOES

ABSTRACT

The present investigation was conducted on 301 Murrah buffaloes maintained at
Buffalo Research center, Department of Livestock Production and Management, CCS Haryana
Agricultural University, Hisar (India) with the main objective to study the effect of non-genetic
factors affecting life time production traits in Murrah buffaloes. The overall least-squares
means for Life time milk yield (LTMY), herd life [HL], productive life [PL], total number of days
in milk [ND] and milk yield per day of productive life   [MY/PL] were found to be 6722.43 ±
199.4 kg, 2795.19 ± 34.21 days, 1320.82 ± 31.44 days, 1011.57 ± 40.40 days and 4.66 ±
0.82 kg, respectively. The period of calving affected significantly all the life time performance
traits. The weight group also affected significantly all the life time performance traits except
number of days in milk (ND).
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crop production and lifetime milk production
permitting higher intensity of selection. The total
milk yield (kg) produced during first five lactation
was considered as lifetime milk yield. The
buffaloes which cannot complete five lactation were
excluded from study. The present investigation was
taken up to find out the effect of period of calving,
season of calving, weight groups and age groups
on lifetime performance traits.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The data pertaining to the present study
were collected from the lactation records of 301
Murrah buffaloes maintained at Buffalo Research
Center, Department of Livestock Production and
Management, College of Animal Sciences,
CCSHAU, Hisar for a period of 20 years from 1989
to 2008.
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The data were classified according to period
of calving, season of calving, weight groups and
age groups. The whole duration of 20 years were
divided into five periods, each comprising of four
years. Periods were divided on the basis of year of
first calving of animal.

Each year was divided into four seasons i.e.
Summer (April to June), Rainy (July to
September), Autumn (October to November),
Winter (December to March) according to the
ambient temperature and relative humidity. Season
was made on the basis of month of first calving of
the animal. Weight groups i.e. Weight group-1(up
to 400 Kg), Weight group-2(401-450 Kg), Weight
group-3(451-500 Kg), Weight group-4(501-550 Kg),
Weight group-5(above 550),    were made
according to weight of the animal at first calving.
The data were classified in five age groups
according to the age of the animal at first calving
taking a class interval of 100 days. The data
obtained in the study were statistically analyzed
by least squares analysis technique 2.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Lifetime milk yield is defined in this study
as total amount of milk produced by a buffalo from
the initiation of first lactation up to five lactation.
The average life time milk yield was 6722.43 ±
199.4 kg (Table 1). The lifetime milk yield reported
by previous workers3 up to fourth lactation in
Murrah buffalo is higher than obtained in this
study. However, some other workers reported lower
LTMY in Murrah buffaloes (up to 4th lactation). This
might be partly attributed to the varying number of
observations and type of data studied. The
analysis of variance for LTMY revealed highly
significant (P<0.01) effect of period of calving. The
least squares means for LTMY (Table 1) revealed
that LTMY was highest in period – 1 (7764.54 ±

646.63 kg) and it was lowest in period – 5
(4132.79 ± 729 kg) (Fig. 1).  This might be due to
reduction in herd life of the animals because of
culling pressure in early age. The present findings
are in accordance with previous workers4. The
analysis of variance revealed non-significant effect
of season of calving on LTMY which is in
accordance with previous workers4 in Murrah
buffaloes. The analysis of variance for LTMY
revealed highly significant (P<0.01) effect of weight
at first calving  on LTMY. The LTMY was found to
be highest in weight group – 5 (>550 kg) and it
was lowest in weight group – 1(up to 400 kg). The
results indicated that as the weight at first calving
of the buffalo increases, the LTMY also increases.
The analysis of variance revealed non- significant
effect of age group on LTMY which is in
accordance with previous workers7 in Nili-Ravi
buffaloes. The least squares means for LTMY
(Table 1) indicated that with the increase in age at
first calving of the buffalo, the LTMY also
increases. These results suggested that a buffalo
calving first at a mature age will produce more
milk in its lifetime.

The average herd life was found to be
2795.19 ± 34.21 days (Table 1). However, much
higher value for HL has been reported by previous
workers7 in Nili-Ravi buffaloes. Contrary to this,
lower values were reported by other workers3 in
Murrah buffaloes and some other workers8 in Red
Sindhi Cattle. Analysis of variance revealed highly
significant (P<0.01) effect of period of calving on
HL. Herd life was found to be lowest in period – 5
(1964.41 ± 88.30) and it was highest in period- 1
(3218.30 ± 144.14days) earlier workers9 also
reported similar results in Surti buffaloes. However,
other workers 10 reported non-significant effect of
period on herd life in Murrah buffaloes. Analysis of
variance revealed non- significant effect of season
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of calving on HL. Some other workers 9 also
reported the non – significant effect of season of
calving on herd life in Surti buffaloes. Previous
workers7 also reported similar results in Nili-Ravi
buffaloes. Analysis of variance(Table-2) revealed
highly significant (P<0.01) effect of weight group on
herd life. Herd life should an increasing trend with
the increase in weight at first calving of the
buffaloes. Herd life was highest in weight group –
5 (3021.63 ± 149.42 days) and it was lowest in
weight group – 1 (2492.53 ± 88.79 days). Analysis
of variance revealed highly significant (P<0.01)
effect of age group on HL. Previous workers9

reported that age at first calving had significant on
herd life in Surti buffaloes. Similarly, some other
workers7,10  also reported non-significant effect of age
group on herd life in Murrah and Surti buffaloes,
respectively.

The average productive life was obtained as
1320.82 ± 31.44 days (Table.1). However, much
higher values for PL have been reported by
previous workers11 . However, lower values of PL
than the present study were reported by previous
workers10 in Murrah buffaloes and in Nili-Ravi
buffaloes7,14. Analysis of variance revealed highly
significant (P<0.01) effect of period of calving on
PL. Similar findings were reported by earlier
workers4. However, non-significant effect of period
on PL was reported by other workers10. Analysis of
variance revealed non-significant effect of season of
calving on PL. Similar finding was reported by
earlier workers in Murrah buffaloes whereas, some
other workers4 reported significant effect of season
of calving on productive life. Analysis of
variance(table-2) revealed highly significant (P<0.01)
effect of weight group on productive life. Productive
life was highest in weight group– 5 and it was

lowest in weight group – 1. Productive life showed
increasing trend over different weight groups.
Analysis of variance revealed non- significant effect
of age group on productive life. Some other
workers18 reported similar effect in Murrah
buffaloes10 and in Nili-Ravi buffaloes7. Contrary to
this, some ther workers9  reported significant effect
of age at first calving on PL in Surti buffaloes.

The average total number of days in milk in
this study is 1011.57 ± 40.40 days (Table 1).
Analysis of variance revealed highly significant
(P<0.01) effect of period of calving on total number
of days in milk. The number of days in milk was
highest in period – 2 and it was lowest in period –
5. Analysis of variance revealed non-significant
effect of season of calving on total number of days
in milk. Analysis of variance revealed non-
significant effect of weight group on total number of
days in milk. Analysis of variance(Table-2) revealed
non-significant effect age group on total number of
days in milk.

 The average milk yield per day of productive
life obtained in this study was 4.66 ± 0.82 kg.
(Table 1). Sharma et al. (1994) (23) got higher
estimate in the same breed of MY/PL up to five
lactation than the present study. Analysis of
variance revealed highly significant (P<0.01) effect
of period of calving on MY/PL. Milk yield per day
of productive life was highest in period – 4 and it
was lowest in period – 2. Analysis of variance
revealed non-significant effect of season of calving
on MY/PL. Analysis of variance revealed highly
significant (P<0.01) effect of weight group on MY/
PL. Milk yield per day of productive life was
highest in weight group – 4 and it was lowest in
weight group – 2. Analysis of variance revealed
non-significant effect of age group on milk yield per
day of productive life.

Lifetime performance traits in Murrah Buffaloes

83



Table:-1.Least squares means along with their standard error (SE) for various lifetime traits in Murrah Buffaloes
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Fig-1 : Diagrammatic representation of least-squares means for life time milk yield in Murrah buffaloes.
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From the results of the above studies, it
may be concluded that a buffaloes having higher
body weight at first calving will produce more milk
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CONCLUSION

in its life time and will also have large productive
life besides production of more number of offspring.
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